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UQU Secretary spoke for the motion. She raised that: 
 Past election dates have been erratic and the motion on discussion would cement 

the dates and allow for political groups to plan more easily.  
 The Motion would prevent people from enrolling in courses and dropping out 

before the census date in order to help with the campaign. While this has not been 
a problem at UQ, it has been a problem in other Universities around Australia. 

 
It was raised that this motion also helps to avoid a situation where a political party loses 
power early on in the semester, yet retains full control over the Union’s finances for 
several months.  
 
Student, Lewis Jones, raised that this date could be too late in the year. He suggested the 
polling date as the weeks prior to mid-semester break. 
 
It was explained that exams are still conducted in the weeks prior to mid-semester break, 
which would be problematic for holding the elections at the same time. 
 
Student, Kurt Tucker, raised that there is a public holiday during the campaign week 
suggested by the motion. Political parties would have from Tuesday to campaign, rather 
than from Monday. 
 
Student, Ashley Chandler, raised that losing one day in a campaign week is not very 
significant. 
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