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STARTING YOUR LIFE AS
A UQ STUDENT
SUBURBAN GROCERY SHOPPING
UQ is located in the suburb of St Lucia which does not have a major shopping centre close
by. However, there are few small supermarkets located on Sir Fred Schonell Drive and
Hawken Drive.
For more information, go to:
www.truelocal.com.au/find/supermarket-grocery/qld/brisbane-city/st-lucia/
St Lucia Supermarket

IGA St Lucia

185 Sir Fred Schonell Drive
St Lucia, QLD
4067

240 Hawken Drive
St Lucia, QLD
4067

MAJOR SHOPPING CENTRES NEAR UQ
If you need a major shopping centre, there are two fairly close by, and some in the CBD:
2.

TOOWONG SHOPPING CENTRE
www.toowongvillage.com.au/

Toowong Village is the shopping centre closest
to St Lucia. From the University to Toowong
Village is only 2.4 Kilometres and takes about 6
minutes by car. It takes about 10 minutes to get
there by bus (412 and 411).
There are about 96 stores located in Toowong
Village, including a food court, Coles Supermarket, fashion, library and medical specialists.

Standard Trading Hours
Mon

9:00 am – 5:30 pm

Tue

9:00 am – 5:30 pm

Wed

9:00 am – 5:30 pm

Thu

9:00 am – 9:00 pm

Fri

9:00 am – 5:30 pm

Sat

9:00 am – 4:00 pm

Sun

9:00 am – 6:00 pm

PARKING
Toowong Village offers the first 2 hours are free of charge. Similar to Indooroopilly
Shopping Centre, Toowong Village offers free parking if you spend over $150; however
this offer is only available until 6:00 pm.
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1.

WESTFIELD INDOOROOPILLY SHOPPING CENTRE
indooroopillyshopping.com.au/food/

This is the biggest nearby shopping mall and is
about 4.3 kilometres from St Lucia. It takes
about 15 minutes to get there by bus (427, 428
and 432).
The Westfield Indooroopilly shopping centre
has 360 shops, including supermarkets, retail
shops, medical tower, cinema, library, Post office, banks and food court.

Standard Trading Hours
Mon

9:00 am – 5:30 pm

Tue

9:00 am – 5:30 pm

Wed

9:00 am – 5:30 pm

Thu

9:00 am – 9:00 pm

Fri
9:00 am – 5:30 pm
Woolworths and Coles are two major grocery
Sat
9:00 am – 5:00 pm
supermarkets at Indooroopilly Shopping Centre. They have discount items on display every
Sun
10:00 am – 4:00 pm
week: you just need to look for the specials with
different colour labels. You can buy everything
from vegetables, meat, seafood, bread and dairy products, to non-alcoholic drinks and
everyday items.
You can go through either a normal check-out or self-help check-out. Both options allow
you to withdraw cash when you pay for your items.
Both supermarkets also offer parcel pick up. So, if you wish to walk around without pushing your trolley once you have paid for your shopping, you can request ‘parcel pick up’
from the information desk in the front of the supermarket. The assistant will give you a
number and organise for you to pick up your goods from the car park.
PARKING
Indooroopilly car park offers partial free parking. The first 3 hours are free of charge. If
you spend over $200 per visit, you will eligible for 8 hours free parking.
Please refer to the link below for parking rates.
www.pointparking.com.au/parking-locations-details.php?site=27
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CBD SHOPPING
WOOLWORTHS, COLES AND QUEEN STREET FARMERS’ MARKET
Queen Street Mall is located in the heart of Brisbane city and is the inner city’s most
popular non-smoking pedestrian shopping and entertainment destination. It is host to
more than 26 million visitors a year.
There are more than 700 local, international labels and flagship stores in the Queen
Street Mall. Those stores are located at Queens Plaza, Myer Centre, Wintergarden,
MacArthur Central and tucked away behind the magnificent heritage-listed Brisbane Arcade and Tattersalls Arcade.
TYPE OF SHOPS
Fashion shops, duty free, bags & luggage, footwear, cosmetics , gifts and flowers, jewellery, liquor and tobacco, book stores, eateries, medical professionals and much more.
CBD TRADING HOURS
Most retailers at Queen Street Mall open from 9:00 am to 7:00 pm on week days, and
until 9:00 pm on Late Night Fridays. On the weekend opening hours are from 10:00 am
to 6:00 pm on Sunday and 9:00 am to 5:30 pm on Saturday.
WOOLWORTHS, COLES AND QUEEN STREET FARMERS’ MARKET
Woolworths is located at MacArthur Central Shopping Centre, 259 Queen Street
Coles supermarket is located at Queens Plaza, Queen Street and Edward Street
Coles Express (a small branch of Coles) is located at Travelex, Level E Elizabeth Street,
Myer Centre
Queen Street Farmers’ Market is located at Queen Street and George Street every
Wednesday from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm. This colourful and buzzing market offers a large
selection of local fresh fruit, vegetables and yummy street cooked food.
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CBD PARKING
There are many parking options in the CBD.
The most economical option is street meter parking, but it is often difficult to find. In
addition, most meter parking zones have time restrictions, ranging from 2 to 8 hours. If
you park in the 2-hour zone and need to stay longer, you will need to move your vehicle to
a different spot as you cannot refill your parking meter.
There are also parking precincts, the most popular in the CBD being Wilson, Queens
Plaza, Myer Centre, King George Square and Winter Garden. Some precincts offer
special flat rates for weekend, evening, early bird and prepaid parking. To find out more,
please refer to below links:
http://www.myercentrecarpark.com.au/car-park-rates/
http://www.visitbrisbane.com.au/parking?sc_lang=en-au
https://au.secure-a-spot.com/ (online booking)
https://www.brisbane.qld.gov.au/traffic-transport/parking-permits/parking-metersfees/parking-meter-fees-cars (meter parking)
https://www.brisbane.qld.gov.au/traffic-transport/parking-permits/car-parks/kinggeorge-square-car-park (King George square)
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HOW TO CHOOSE A
SUITABLE PHONE PLAN
There are several different types of phone plan, and it’s important to choose the one that’s
right for you. Finding a suitable phone plan is no easy task - there are a few points you
need to consider:
•

Your budget

•

Your usage of data and the number of calls you make

•

Good coverage

To determine what the best suitable plan is for you, you should review your old phone
bills and estimate your usage. Sometimes asking friends or family members about their
experience with different providers and networks can also assist you in making a choice.
By doing this, you have already narrowed the choice from thousands of phone plans down
to a manageable list to be considered.

SERVICE PROVIDERS

How do you purchase a SIM card or phone plan? You can buy a plan from
phone companies, online or at supermarkets. Listed are major phone
companies and purchase outlets.
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TYPES OF PLANS
SIM Only

Pre-Paid

(pre-paid and post-paid)

If you sign in with a pre-paid
plan, your account will be
SIM Only is designed for
charged an agreed sum of
people who already have a
money at the beginning of
phone and need SIM card
the month. The advantage
access to networks and
of a pre-paid plan is that you
services. SIM Only services
will never be over the limit
have become extremely
or risk having excess usage
popular for their flexibility
charges. This is because you
and no lock-in contracts,
will not be able to use your
which mean you can change
phone when you reach the
providers with no limitations.
agreed limits.
Unlike traditional phone
plans with monthly set price
payment, SIM Only services
can be a cheaper option if
they meet all your needs.
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Post Paid
If you sign up for a post-paid
plan you will be charged a
monthly access fee at the
end of every month, plus any
extra usage charges on top
of your standard inclusions.
The advantage of post-paid
is the convenience of your
account being automatically
paid every month. However,
the disadvantage of a postpaid plan is that there is no
limit to what you are able to
use each month; this means
you will need to monitor
your usage carefully to avoid
excess charges.
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HOW TO BUY A CAR
IN AUSTRALIA
WHY BUY A CAR IN AUSTRALIA?
The total land mass of Australia is similar in size to the United States. However, Australia’s
population does not equal that of the United States. You will need transport to get around,
and you’ll find that public transport operates more frequently in populated areas. In
Brisbane for example, you will find more frequent services close to the city centre. If you
are located on the outskirts of the city, public transport may offer limited services with
longer waiting times.
Due to Australia’s large geographic land mass and often sparse population density, some
people find owning a car practical. The benefit of car ownership is that it gives you the
freedom to travel between cities and different UQ campuses. Parking and the stress of
driving are, however, significant factors to consider.

BEFORE BUYING A CAR
If you decide to purchase a car, do not rush. Take your time to research the different
brands and models. Other factors you should consider are:
•

YOUR BUDGET:

You should have some idea how much you would like to spend buying a car. The RED
BOOK is a good guide to indicate the value of cars by their year and model.
https://www.redbook.com.au/cars/
•

THE MAIN WAYS YOU WILL USE YOUR CAR:

Do you really need a four-wheel drive with power engine and seven seats?
•

SAFETY:

If you are buying a new car, please refer to the ANCAP safety rating
www.choice.com.au/transport/cars/new/articles/ancap-new-car-safety-ratings
If you are buying a second hand car, please refer to the UCSR safety rating
http://www.howsafeisyourcar.com.au/Rating-Process/What-is-UCSR/
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IMPORTANT TIPS
HIRE AN INDEPENDENT INSPECTOR.
If you are not comfortable inspecting the car you are buying, you can organise an independent inspector through the registered motor organisation of your state e.g. RACQ
CHECK THE PERSONAL PROPERTY SECURITIES REGISTER.
When you finally find a car that suits your needs, you should check that the car is debtfree. When you purchase a car from a dealer, they are legally required to guarantee that
car is debt-free. However, if you buy a vehicle in a private sale, you will need to check the
national ‘Personal Property Securities Register’ (PPSR)
http://www.ppsr.com.au/?gclid=CKb2592Zr9MCFdcTvQodNxIMqw
ASK QUESTIONS.
When buying a second hand car, you should thoroughly investigate the history of the
vehicle you are intending to buy. For example, how many owners has the vehicle had previously? Check the service log to ensure the car was regularly serviced. How much does it
cost to fill the tank? Is the vehicle currently registered and insured? What kind of safety
features does it have?
PURCHASE INSURANCE.
Any vehicle operating on Australian roads must be insured. Finding suitable insurance can
be as complicated as buying a vehicle. There are so many things to take into consideration
in addition to identifying the company that offers you the best deal in terms of excess
fees, comprehensive or third party only, and so on.
Depending on your specific requirements, there are three types of insurance coverage
from which to choose. There are Comprehensive; Third Party Fire and Theft; and Third
Party Property Damage.
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COMPREHENSIVE
This full package covers
any damage to your car as
well as the damage your car
might have caused to other
people’s car or property. The
coverage usually includes
theft and accidental damage,
as well as natural events
such as flood, earth, fire and
storms.

THIRD PARTY
PROPERTY DAMAGE

THIRD PARTY FIRE
& THEFT

Third party insurance is
compulsory insurance
required by law. This type of
insurance covers the costs
of damage that your car
causes to other people’s car
or property. However, this
insurance does not cover
you for any damage to your
own car from an incident in
which you were involved.

If you do not wish to pay
for full comprehensive
insurance, but you want
more than Third Party
Property Damage insurance,
Third Party Fire and Theft
might suit your needs.
This combines Third Party
Property Damage benefits
as well as protection against
fire, theft and earthquake.

VEHICLE REGISTRATION
In Australia, it is the law that every vehicle on the road must be registered, or, as
Australians say, every car needs ‘rego’.
HOW TO REGISTER YOUR VEHICLE
Registration requirements vary between states in Australia. In Queensland, Department
of Transport and Main Roads would be the place to go to register. In general, you will need
the following documents:
•

Identification documents (passport)

•
Current driver’s licence (If your driver’s licence is in a language other than
English, you should provide a valid international licence as well)
•

Any sales receipt (e.g. electricity bill) that shows that you are a resident in QLD

•
A roadworthiness certificate. The car you have bought MUST have roadworthy
or safety certificates to show the general condition of the vehicle, and to confirm
that suspension, body condition, types, brakes and lights, etc are in working order. It
is the seller’s responsibility to get a roadworthy or safety certificate approved by the
inspection station or a Transport and Main Roads Motor Vehicle Inspection centre.
If you do not get one from the seller, you could end up paying significant amounts of
money in fines, repairs and fees.
12
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DEALER VS. PRIVATE PURCHASES
DEALER PURCHASES
PROS

CONS

• The dealer generally handles all the paperwork associated
with ownership transfer and registration for you

• A dealership may charge
higher prices than a private
sale

• The dealer may offer a range of financial options
• The dealer may provide a statutory warranty which
guarantees cover for any repaired parts within the warranty
period. The dealer may also be able to offer additional
warranties, which is beneficial if you are buying a used car.
• The dealer will need to ensure there is no money
owing on the car
• You can trade in your old car
• The car has been thoroughly inspected, or if
necessary, repaired.
• Time savings – less time spent searching
• Dealerships offer more legal protection than private
sales. It is the seller’s responsibility to get a roadworthy
or safety certificate approved by the inspection station
or a Transport and Main Roads Motor Vehicle Inspection
centre. If you do not get one from the seller, you could
end up paying significant amounts of money in fines,
repairs and fees.
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• Dealing with a
professional sales team
could give you less
opportunity to negotiate
• You may easily get
distracted by special deals
and Main Roads Motor
Vehicle Inspection centre.
If you do not get one
from the seller, you could
end up paying significant
amounts of money in fines,
repairs and fees.
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PRIVATE PURCHASES
PROS

CONS

• It is easier to negotiate the price with
a private sale, especially if the seller is
wanting a quick sale

• There is no warranty on the vehicle as private
seller sells their used car ‘as is’. As soon as you
drive away with the car, it is yours ‘as is’

• They generally cost less

• You are likely to spend more time searching
and/or travelling long distances to find the car
you want

• It is more likely that the private seller
has taken good care of their own vehicle
• You can search for vehicles through
online websites such as Carsales, eBay
or gumtree
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• You will need to arrange a time to inspect
the vehicle or have it inspected by the RACQ
• You and the private seller are responsible for
all the relevant paperwork

HOW TO BUY A CAR IN AUSTRALIA

BUDGETING TIPS
WHAT IS BUDGETING?
A budget is a written plan that helps you know how much money you have coming in and
what you need to spend it on.
Budgeting means you can:
•

Keep a regular check on where your money goes

•

Pay for the things you need such as food and your current bills

•

Prepare for emergencies and unplanned expenses

•

Save for something special

•

Decide how to spend your money

Start with a spending diary in order to track your day to day spending. It is easy to spend
a few dollars here and there which can add up quickly over a short period of time. You
can use an app such as Track my spend (www.moneysmart.gov.au/tools-and-resources/
calculators-and-tools/mobile-apps/trackmyspend) or a notepad to write down everything
you spend over a 2 week period. At the end of the tracking period add up everything you
have spent so you have an idea of your day to day expenses.
Then look at where your money -goes month to month. Remember basics like food,
groceries and transport, bills like rent electricity, phone and insurance and other things
like car registration, clothing, medical costs and the internet.
Use a budget planner to enter all money coming in and going out. You can find a good one
at www.moneysmart.gov.au/tools-and-resources/calculators-and-tools/budget-planner
The budget planner will show if you are spending more or less than you can afford.
Depending on the outcome you can then take action and find the right balance.
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THINGS TO REMEMBER
•

Identify irregular and long-term expenses such as textbooks, gifts etc. and add
an amount to save each week for these expenses

•

Define how much you have for “extras” such as entertainment and eating out

•

Open a separate bank account and put money in each week/fortnight so that
when bills come in you have the money to pay for them

•

You may need to re-do your budget several times in the first few months to
come up with something manageable and achievable

PART TIME WORK
If things are really tight financially you could consider increasing your income by finding a
part time job. If you decide to do this, remember;
•

Visa requirements state that you cannot work more than 40 hours a fortnight
during term time

•

Do not work for cash - you must have a tax file number to give to your employer
who must then pay you the correct wage. You can check how much you should
be paid at the Fair Work Ombudsman Website
www.fairwork.gov.au/pay

•
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We can help you with job search strategies, resume writing and interview 		
techniques - just make an appointment online.

BUDGETING TIPS

NOTES

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS BOOKLET

17

